
IAC Ch 21, p.1

657—21.9(124,155A) Facsimile transmission (fax) of a prescription.   A pharmacist may dispense
noncontrolled and controlled drugs, excluding Schedule II controlled substances, pursuant to a
prescription faxed to the pharmacy by the prescribing practitioner or the practitioner’s agent. The
means of transmission shall ensure that prescription information is not obscured or rendered illegible
due to security features of the paper utilized by the prescriber to prepare a written prescription. The
faxed prescription drug order shall serve as the original prescription, shall be maintained for a minimum
of two years from the date of last fill or refill, and shall contain all information required by Iowa Code
section 155A.27, including the prescriber’s signature or electronic signature. The faxed prescription
drug order, if transmitted by the practitioner’s agent, shall identify the transmitting agent and shall
include the prescriber’s signature or electronic signature. The receiving pharmacist shall be responsible
for verifying the authenticity of an electronically transmitted prescription or of an electronic signature
as provided by rule 657—8.19(124,126,155A) or 657—21.3(124,155A). This rule shall apply to a
prescription drug order transmitted pursuant to 657—subrule 8.15(1), paragraph “d.”
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